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From the Editor Contents 
Emphasis in this issue has to do with giving, a fitting way 
to finish 1979, closing out the decade of the 70's. Note the 
account of the Pertusio family of the Palmyra congrega-
tion giving themselves in the interest of refugees. Pastor 
Kelly highlights a man of his congregation giving himself 
to lonely senior citizens. Messiah Village pays tribute to a 
host of volunteers, whose service means much to the Vil-
lage residents. 
Don ' t miss "An Unsociable Event," a seasonal reminder 
of the first Christmas. The spirit of the issue is seasonal. A 
"Letter to the Editor," NCC and Messiah College news 
items provide informative reading with other church news. 
Readers Write 
1 reply: "Jesus and Capital Punishment," July 10, 1979. 
Ministers are responsible to declare the whole counsel of 
God. If we find the message disturbing that does not mean 
that the preacher is wrong. Before criticizing the ministers, 
follow the example of the Bereans who "searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were so" (Acts 
17:11). We are not to be guided by our "strong feelings" but 
by "every word . . . of God" (Matthew 4:14). Several 
Scriptures indicate that being placed in a position of 
author i ty is by God Himself; (see Psalm 75:4-7 and Daniel 
2:17-21). 
Study carefully Romans 13:1-6 concerning civil author-
ity: 
"Let every soul be subject u n t o the higher powers . 
F o r there is no power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God. 
Whosoever the re fo re resisteth the power , resisteth 
the o r d i n a n c e of G o d : and they tha t resist shall 
receive to themselves d a m n a t i o n . F o r rulers are not 
a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then 
not be a f ra id of the power? d o tha t which is good and 
t h o u shalt have praise of the same: F o r he is the 
min is te r of G o d to thee fo r good . But if t h o u d o tha t 
which is evil, be a f r a id ; fo r he beareth not the sword 
in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Where fo re 
ye mus t needs be subject , not only fo r wra th , but also 
f o r conscience sake. F o r this cause pay ye t r ibute 
also: f o r they are God ' s ministers , a t t end ing cont in-
ually u p o n this very th ing." (KJV) 
Notice f rom this that: 
1. Governments are established by God. 
2. They are God's agents to revenge evil, and to protect 
good. 
3. They hold the power of the sword, that is, death. 
4. Those who disobey "have themselves to thank for the 
punishment they receive" (verse 2, NEB) 
I Samuel 23:3 lists as a requirement, "He that ruleth over 
men must be just." This indicates that the social order 
should be guided by J U S T I C E , f rom infancy to death (by 
whatever means). 
The "Law and order method" is God's will for human 
society. God's word does not suggest sentimentality in the 
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When auto-makers intro-duce new lines of cars, they select Det ro i t ' s Cobo Hall, Houston's Astrodome, or New York's Madison 
Square Garden for the event. When 
the House of Dior unveils its latest 
fashion designs, it flies the "jet-setters" 
to Paris. And when the President 
makes an announcement about national 
policy or an administrative appoint-
ment, an entire press corps poises in 
rapt attention. That 's the way things 
are in a world geared to public rela-
tions, image-making, persuasion and 
sales. 
That we moderns are accustomed to 
significant events being staged in such 
a manner enhances the mystique of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem when Jesus Christ 
entered the world as a baby 2,000 years 
ago. The fact is that God broke all the 
promotional rules when he selected 
Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary and a 
strange company of spectators as the 
context in which salvation would come 
to the earth. It should have been a 
warning that God would continue to 
upset virtually every tradition and cus-
tom when he unfurled his messianic 
plan. But most of humanity didn't get 
the message. To this day many people 
still fail to comprehend the way God 
loves and acts. He simply refuses to fit 
human expectations or demands. 
Notice the " impor tant" people who 
found it inconvenient or impossible to 
honor the birth event with their presence. 
Caesar Augustus was missing, for 
example. Where was the most power-
ful man on earth at a time when God 
was touching time and space? Perhaps 
in the great palace at Rome wrestling 
with the truly "big" things of the age— 
an insurrection on the northern front-
ier, a small crisis in the Roman econ-
omy, or the revenue to be collected 
through tribute or taxes. 
Mark down King Herod as also 
absent. Herod, "uneasy" about his 
power; Herod, ready to put a thousand 
human lives to death if it will insure a 
few more years for his administration. 
Keep a sharp eye on Herod. He was 
capable of the sweetest, the most diplo-
matic conversations. He tended to tell 
people what he thought they wanted to 
hear. Don't forget that he told the 
Wise Men that He would like to show 
up at the Bethlehem proceedings just 
as soon as he got fur ther word about 
the arrangements. 
Jerusalem's religious establishment 
didn't show in Bethlehem either. Where 
are those men schooled in the fa thom-
less depths of the Law and the Prophets? 
Some of them couldn't make it to 
Bethlehem because they were too oc-
cupied wrestling with the fine points of 
doctrine and theology. Others, per-
haps, were engaged in the program at 
the Temple, while still more were pour-
ing over the ledger sheets which ac-
counted for the previous month's Temple 
income. 
Please excuse big business also! Busi-
ness is always in motion on Christmas 
Day. Take Bethlehem's inn keeper, for 
example. His house staff had over-
booked all of its rooms and too many 
people with advance reservations had 
showed up. Perhaps there was trouble 
with the help in the kitchen and the 
heating system was not working prop-
erly in the west wing. The inn keeper 
had no time, no room, and no interest 
in a young couple who looked for 
space when they had no reservations. 
They would have to be content with a 
stable or a cave out back. Sorry! 
If God's big event in Bethlehem was 
passed up by business, religion, and 
political power, who was on God's 
guest list for that momentous occasion? 
How about shepherds? Their invita-
tion came through the angels. Who 
would have ever thought about shep-
herds? Certainly not Jerusalem's public 
relations people. Take a close look at 
the Wise Men! Aliens, Gentiles from 
the East. Little touch, if any, with the 
Old Testament. What the shepherds 
had heard from angels, the Wise Men 
had seen in the stars. Jerusalem's ac-
count executives wouldn't have selected 
these men, either. Pagans at the foot of 
the Christ Child! 
But then, almost all of the people 
who knew so much and had so much 
"truth" at their potential command 
wouldn't listen to the most obvious 
indications which the Old Testament 
had given. And so God has always 
acted in this way. When the first 
invited guests turn down an opportun-
ity God moves to give someone else a 
chance. Business, religion, and power 
had had their opportunity; now the 
events in the stable were for shepherds 
and Wise Men, and they came. God 
excludes no one, and invitations to his 
special acts of love still go out in unex-
pected ways. 
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"There is something awe-
some about grown men fall-
ing down and adoring a 
baby. God's presence must 
have been so compelling 
that the absence of stained 
glass windows, robed choirs, 
and chanting theologians 
made no difference." 
Not only was it a strange roster of 
people who were present at God's 
mainline event in Bethlehem, but God's 
Christmas program commanded uni-
queness also. It is outlined in the des-
cription of events when the Wise Men 
came to Bethlehem. Matthew records, 
"When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
. . . they fell down and worshipped . . . 
they offered him gifts. . . ." (Matt . 
1:10-11). 
When God orders special events 
there is genuine rejoicing, an overflow 
of love. There is no place for the grum-
bling which often marks the 5:30 p.m. 
traffic jam, the hysterical brawls of 
alcoholic office parties on Christmas 
Eve, or the "give me" atti tude of some 
m a t e r i a l i s t i c c h i l d r e n . A u t h e n t i c 
rejoicing comes f rom the realization 
that God has broken through, that he 
has sent a personal message f rom 
heaven to earth. Hope abounds; life 
becomes purposeful; liberation of the 
human spirit is a reality. 
"They worshipped!" Wherever peo-
ple gather according to God's design 
there is a rich sense of thanksgiving 
and appreciation. There is something 
awesome about grown men falling 
down and "adoring" a baby (seemingly 
powerless) in a manger (crude and 
splintery) among animals in a stable 
(less than worshipful surroundings). 
God's presence must have been so 
obvious and compelling that the absence 
of stained glass windows, robed choirs, 
and chanting theologians made no 
difference. 
Ever since, the culture has been try-
ing to bend an unsociable event back 
into respectability. One is reminded of 
this every time he enters a discount 
store during the Christmas season. 
Softly overhead the loud speakers intone 
"Silent Night, holy night, all is . . . 
Glenn Swartz you are needed at regis-
ter three . . . tender and mild, sleep in 
heavenly peace, sleep in heaven ly . . . a 
little three-year-old boy is looking for 
his mother in the toy d e p a r t m e n t . . . . " 
A weatherman on the radio gives the 
weekend weather projections."Satur-
day will be a good day for shopping, 
but Sunday morning will see mixed 
rain and snow. Better stay in on Sun-
day and wrap your presents and write 
your cards." The subtle message: do 
Christmas things but avoid Christmas 
messages or calls to worship. 
There is a part of each of us that 
craves everything the world has made 
Christmas become—trees, days off, a 
stereo tape deck, and a new digital 
watch. All that and much more we can 
enjoy as long as we can keep our minds 
off pictures of starvation, terrorist 
bombs, riots, unemployment lines, or 
even sick, lonely people in our neigh-
borhoods. They tend to spoil the world's 
Christmas every time. 
Personally, whenever I have chosen 
the world's brand of Christmas the 
same things always seem to happen. 
There is a quick peak of excitement 
and hilarity, but it quickly dissolves 
into exhaustion, boredom, and an atti-
tude of "glad-that's-over-with for a-
nother year." 
Not so with the shepherds, however! 
Luke writes, ". . . and the shepherds 
returned (from Bethlehem) glorifying 
and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen . . . . * * (Luke 2:20). 
That sounds like an exciting after-
taste. How much different that is f rom 
the typical Christmas party hangover 
or the heartburn that comes f rom 
overeating a contemporary Christmas 
meal. What the shepherds experienced 
was hallelujah rather than heartburn, 
fullness of spirit rather than fullness of 
stomach, a tongue marked with praise 
rather than loosened in drunkenness, a 
head pulsating with memories rather 
than a head pounding with an over-
night migraine. The shepherds reveal 
the experience of men whose inner 
lives have been so remarkably touched 
that they cannot help but ooze withjoy 
and talk about it with everyone whom 
they meet on the path. 
God invites us to Bethlehem. The 
culture proposes alternative arrange-
ments, however, at shopping centers 
and cocktail lounges. The decisions 
are ours and so are the spiritual conse-
quences. 
Eternity Magazine, used by permission. 
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CARE CENTRES Unevangelized Fields 
When Jesus said, " that the fields are 
already white unto harvest" perhaps 
he was thinking of the many white 
haired senior citizens that live in our 
senior citizen homes and care centres. 
Many of them are very lonely with no 
one caring for their social, emotional 
or spiritual well being. 
What a joy I have had as pastor of 
the Welland Brethren in Christ Church 
to see a beautiful senior citizen layman 
develop a pastoral heart for the senior 
citizens of our city. Paul Comfort was 
born in 1904 and just celebrated his 
75th bir thday. He was baptized in 
Lake Erie by Bishop John Sider and 
later joined the Brethren in Christ 
church in 1926. Paul is a beautiful 
spirit-filled layman and has been a 
fai thful member of the church. Paul 
ably taught Sunday school at Boyle 
and later at Welland for many decades. 
He is presently married to Vera (Win-
ger), widow of the late Macklem Learn. 
They have 11 children and step-children, 
24 grandchildren and 3 great-grand-
children. 
The lay-ministry of Paul began in 
July of 1976 in the Riverside Annex, 
the old 85 bed Welland Hospital. This 
building housed some of the termi-
nally ill and chronic care patients of 
our city. Mr. Ed Cheshire, a stroke 
patient and a new babe in Christ was a 
resident in the Annex. Ed needed 
encouragement, friendship, love and 
spiritual nuture. At 58, he was a young 
man to be so confined. One day I asked 
Paul if he would do an eight week 
Bible Study with Ed. He said that he 
would and it wasn't long until Ed Che-
shire was grounded in the Word of 
God. A relationship was established 
and a great door of opportunity swung 
open. In July of 1976, Ed was baptized 
and joined our church in a very mean-
ingful service in the Annex Chapel. 
Paul began meeting other individu-
als, some Protestant, some Catholic. 
With some he prayed, with others he 
read the Scriptures and for yet others 
he played sacred music. "Being all 
things to all patients that some might 
be saved." The gate to a whitened 
harvest was opened wide. A mission 
and a person began to grow. 
Early in 1977 Paul began visiting in 
Sunset Haven, Welland's 350 bed senior 
citizen home. Paul now had a mission 
field of 435 residents plus staff. Men 
like Frank Eiler and Ed Cheshire, care 
centre residents began to be prayer 
partners in this ministry. In January of 
1978 one of their prayers was an-
swered, a Bible study for Sunset Haven 
was started. At our weekly prayer 
meeting Paul never missed asking for 
our prayers. The Bible study has grown 
f rom 4 to an average of 15 for the 
month of July, 1979. 
The Old Riverside Annex was closed 
last year and now Paul's ministry takes 
him to the new Woolcott Wing of the 
Welland County General Hospital. Paul 
has been faithful in representing Jesus 
Christ and the Lord has multiplied and 
blessed the ministry. He has kept his 
pastor well informed, in fact he reported 
that he visited an average of 49 persons 
per week and that he read the Scrip-
tures and prayed with an average of 25 
persons per week in the month of July. 
He also gave out 48 verses for memor-
ization. 
Together we have seen the pastoral 
ministry of our congregation strength-
ened and blessed. Paul's pastoral heart 
has grown and many persons' dreary 
lives have been touched by this dear 
saint of God. The care centres of our 
city are better places because Paul 
Comfort went to the "fields already 
whitened to harvest." 
His Pastor, Walter J. Kelly 
Welland, Ontario, Canada 
Readers Write 
f r o m page 2 
justice system and coddling of criminals, deceiving them 
fur ther into the expectation of no judgment to come. Natu-
ral and social consequences of evil choices should NOT be 
rendered inactive. Lawrence J . Crabb, Jr. , P H D , clinical 
psychologist, confirms that "No matter how you feel, what 
you do is unmistakably your choice. Emotions do not 
control behavior, they merely tempt us to behave in certain 
ways." (Decision Magazine, August 1979, page 7). There 
must be deterrent to giving in to vile emotions—for the 
person is responsible before God; they have chosen to act 
irresponsibly. The likeness of Jesus' death at the hands of 
the Roman system to a present day convicted felon's death 
in the electric chair is totally without basis in fact. Jesus 
was put to death unlawfully after being proclaimed inno-
cent by the Roman in authority; while today's felons are 
suffering "justly for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds" as even the thief dying on the cross beside our Lord 
understood and recognized (Lk. 23:41). 
It is God's plan that society be free and safe, so that His 
redeeming message can go forward unhindered. We should 
be concerned with "preserving a safe . . . society," but you 
are right in your thought that we should be more con-
cerned with saving and redeeming individual human 
beings. 
I contend that capital punishment is indeed "part of the 
answer to our society's dilemma," but only a part. Along 
with it should be the part the Scriptures indicate for Chris-
tians. Where is the church's ministry to those in prison? 
Why aren't we actively taking the message of the offer of a 
new life in Christ to these people? Why aren't we working 
harder to help with our society's dilemma by the Biblical 
method of changing the offenders? The Church News 
reported in the Visitor rarely indicates any ministry at all 
to these most needy people. Instead of criticizing or work-
ing to change that which is Biblically correct in the social 
order, shouldn't we be criticizing the ineptitude of our 
church programs and working to find ways to minister to 
those in prison? 
—Shirley S. Craighead 
Adney Gap BIC, Callaway, Va. 





Heritage Day in October was an 
unqualified success in every way. Some 
3,000 persons visited the campus and 
pu rchased a p p r o x i m a t e l y $17,000 
worth of items ranging f rom quilts to 
carvings, f rom sausage to sauerkraut. 
Marjorie Heise and Luella Lofthouse 
made eight of the 38 quilts auctioned. 
Countless hours of dedication and 
commitment are reflected in the $ 12,000 
-$ 13,000 the ladies' Auxiliary hopes to 
net from the occasion. 
Trustees Report: 
A Director of Development in the 
person of Dr. Ronald Gray, will come 
to NCC in the summer of 1980. Dr. 
Gray was former president of Cana-
dian Nazarene College in Winnipeg. 
Fort Erie, Ontario 
Messiah College 
Bishop Kivengere Award 
Messiah College presented Bishop 
Festo Kivengere of Uganda its Distin-
guished Public Service Award at a 
special convocation in September. The 
college began the fine tradition of 
granting this highest honor to those of 
high distinction and noted service. The 
award recipients have been: 
1973 Mark Hatfield, United States 
Senator (Oregon) 
1974 Kenneth Taylor, Writer (The 
Living Bible) 
1975 J e r o m e Hines , Ar t is t (The 
Metropolitan Opera) 
1977 Ernest Boyer, Educator (Uni-
versity Chancellor—SUNY) 
1978 Malcolm Muggeridge, Journal-
ist (England) 
1979 Festo Kivengere, Churchman 
(Uganda) 
In Pres ident Hos te t te r ' s words , 
"Bishop Kivengere is considered to be 
God's African gift to the universal 
church because of his wide ministry on 
five continents." 
The Brethren in Christ Sports Tour-
nament sponsored by Messiah College 
will be on the following dates: Febru-
ary 21, 22, and 23; March 1, 6 ,7 ,8 , and 
15. All activities will be in the Eisen-
hower Campus Center at the Gran-
tham Campus. Detailed information 
will be mailed to pastors. 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
Rev. Lynn Thrush was guest speake r f o r the 
Air Hill Church on S u n d a y evening, Nov. 11. 
His top ic was " L o v e and Power Jesus in Y o u . " 
Special music was b r o u g h t by the Ron Garling 
family. • T h e Christ Crusaders of the Big Valley 
congrega t ion sponsored the Big Valley Male 
C h o r u s on S u n d a y evening, Nov. 25. • T h e Five 
Forks congrega t ion r epo r t s seven persons bap-
tized on Nov. 4. Recept ion service f o r new 
m e m b e r s was held on S u n d a y morn ing , Nov. 25. 
• The c a n t a t a , "Living Witnesses" was presented 
to the Messiah Village Church on S u n d a y eve-
ning, Nov. 4, by the Carlisle choi r . The Marshall 
Poe family shared with the congrega t ion on 
S u n d a y morn ing , Nov. 11. 
T h e Christ Crusaders of the Mt. Rock Church 
sponsored a Thanksg iv ing meal f o r the congre-
ga t ion on S u n d a y evening, Nov. 18. A worsh ip 
service fo l lowed the meal . • A weekend work-
s h o p was held on Nov . 3 and 4 by the Mowers-
ville Church Board and wives with Dr. and Mrs. 
James Slern serving as the w o r k s h o p leaders . 
In Memoriam 
'14 A m o s D. M. Dick, Mechanics-
burg, PA. deceased October 7, 1979. 
'32 Frances (Myers) Brubaker, West-
field, PA, deceased October 9, 1979. 
'44 William Runkel, Sh i remans town, 
PA, deceased September , 1979. 
'48 Philppus Weersma, Moordrech t , 
Hol land , deceased September 12, 
1979 
'62 Charles Long, Boulder City, NV, 
deceased July 25, 1979. 
The pas to r , Mervin Potteiger, c o n d u c t e d the 
Sa tu rday evening session and Rev. Garnet Myers 
was the S u n d a y m o r n i n g guest speaker . • T h e 
Pleasant View congrega t ion held a Harvest 
H o m e service on S u n d a y , Nov . 4. T h e Women's 
Auxiliary held their f irst fe l lowship-craf t meet-
ing on Oct. 29. 
The Ridgevue congrega t ion p repared fo r their 
C h r i s t m a s p r o g r a m on Nov. 3, by t ak ing slides 
of m e m b e r s of the congrega t ion w h o were 
dressed as Biblical charac te r s . The slides will be 
pu t toge the r with n a r r a t i o n and cho i r music and 
be presented on S u n d a y , Dec. 16. • The Wil-
liams Grove congrega t ion recently c o n d u c t e d a 
d o o r to d o o r vis i tat ion in an e f fo r t t o increase 
their a t t endance . T h e church recently purchased 
land with an t ic ipa ted g r o u n d b reak ing fo r a new 
faci l i ty in the spr ing of 1980. " C o m e , Help us 
Bui ld" was thei r t h e m e d u r i n g the m o n t h of 
Oc tober . 
Atlantic 
T h e Holden Park congrega t ion held a special 
Thanksg iv ing service on S u n d a y , Nov. 18. T h e 
f i lm, " T h e Cross and the Swi t chb lade" was 
viewed p r io r t o a fe l lowship d inne r and a fee t -
wash ing service fo l lowed the d inner . • The Lan-
caster congrega t ion hosted a seminar on chu rch 
g rowth f o r a rea churches on Tuesday a f t e r n o o n 
and evening, Nov. 6. D o n Shafer, regional 
b i shop of the M i d w e s t / P a c i f i c Conferences , led 
the a f t e r n o o n service wi th pas to r s and wives and 
the evening with chu rch b o a r d m e m b e r s and 
spouses . • M e m b e r s of the Manheim congrega-
t ion b r o u g h t express ions of t h a n k f u l n e s s on 
S u n d a y , Nov. 18, t o be dona t ed to the C o m m u n -
ity F o o d Bank. 
S u n d a y , Nov . 18, the Manor congrega t ion 
held a bap t i sma l and recept ion of new m e m b e r s 
in the evening service. A Harves t Praise o f fe r ing 
was t aken at this t ime f o r famil ies in Nica ragua . 
• The Maytown cong rega t ion held special servi-
ces f r o m Nov . 4-11 with Rev. Paul McBeth as 
the guest speake r . • Rev. Henry Cinder c o n -
duc ted a series of sp i r i tua l g rowth meet ings on 
Nov. 25-Dec. 2, f o r the Palmyra congrega t ion . 
H o m e c o m i n g was observed by the Perkiomen 
Valley c o n g r e g a t i o n on S u n d a y , Oct . 14 with 
over 200 pe r sons in a t t endance . • The pa s to r a l 
f ami ly of the Shenks cong rega t ion , the Isaac 
Kanodes, invited a n y o n e f r o m the congrega t ion 
to j o in t h e m in a t ime of p raye r a n d fas t ing on 
Sat . morn ing , Nov. 17. • The Skyline View con-
g rega t ion held a t a len t and h o b b y night on S u n -
day , Nov . 11. The assoc ia te pas to r , John Reitz, 
c l imaxed the evening with a message f r o m G o d ' s 
word . 
Canadian 
The F alls View Sunday School recently handed 
ou t 600 b r o c h u r e s to the c o m m u n i t y . The b ro -
chures told a b o u t the work of the c o n g r e g a t i o n 
and ex tended an invi ta t ion to the c o m m u n i t y to 
worsh ip at Falls View. 
Massey Place congrega t ion was recent ly rec-
ognized as the "Fas t e s t G r o w i n g S u n d a y Schoo l 
in the province of S a s k a t c h e w a n f o r 1979." The 
pas to r . Rev. Douglas Sider, received a b a n n e r 
and letter of c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s f r o m the In t e rna -
t iona l Chr i s t i an Educa t i on Assoc ia t ion . • The 
New Life congrega t ion held an ins ta l la t ion ser-
vice on S u n d a y , Oct . 28, f o r the i r pas to r in t ra in -
ing. Glenn Robitaille. 
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Central 
T h e Carland Zion cong rega t ion held a S u n -
day school w o r k s h o p on S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n , 
Oct . 7, wi th John Arthur Brubaker as the 
r e sou rce leader . • A recent guest of the Christian 
Union c o n g r e g a t i o n was Wallace Yoder f r o m 
New Par i s , In. Mr . Yode r serves with O M S M e n 
f o r Miss ions . • Dr. Joseph Miller, P leasant Hill 
cong rega t i on . O h . shared a b o u t his shor t t e rm 
miss ion work in Hai t i , wi th t he DeRosse t t con -
g rega t ion on S u n d a y , Nov . 11. 
T h e S u n d a y evening service, Nov . 4, of the 
Fairview c o n g r e g a t i o n cons is ted of the f i lm, 
" E s c a p e to N o w h e r e , " a s to ry of t he Boat Peo-
ple, a n d the b r eak ing of love loaves which con-
t a ined $450. T h e o f f e r i n g will be used to help 
d isp laced and h u n g r y people . 
Midwest 
T h e Mounta in View congrega t ion held thei r 
a n n u a l Fal l R e t r e a t at Chr is t Haven on Nov. 16 
and 17. T h e gues t speake r was Francis M . Cos-
grove, Jr. • T h e Oak Park congrega t ion hosted a 
Love Feas t wi th t he Dal las Center c o n g r e g a t i o n 
o n S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n , Oct . 28. Gi f t s of f o o d and 
m o n e y were given to help those in need. • 
M e m b e r s of the Zion congrega t ion helped M C C 
in m e a t c a n n i n g on Nov . 1. 
Pacific 
T h e Labish cong rega t ion r epo r t s t w o pe r sons 
were recent ly received in to m e m b e r s h i p . • Glen 
Pierce was t he guest speake r at t he Life Line 
Chapel on S u n d a y m o r n i n g , Nov . 4. 
Births 
Bert: C h a d Allen, bo rn Oct. 16, to Steve 
a n d Debb ie Bert, Air Hill congrega t ion , 
Pa. 
Boozer: Jess ica Leigh, bo rn Oct. 19, to 
J a y a n d J a n e t Boozer , Shenks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Burns: Melissa Sue, b o r n Oct . 26, t o 
J o h n and Ca thy Burns , C e d a r Grove con-
gregat ion, Pa. 
Crider: Bonnie Beth, bo rn Oct. 24, to 
D a n a and J u d y Cr ider , Air Hill congrega-
t ion, Pa. 
Heise: Cra ig Phillip Edgar , bo rn Oct. 
25, t o R o n and Valerie Heise, Westheights 
congrega t ion , Ont . 
Kut: J o n a t h a n Albert and Jef f rey Allan, 
born Oct. 29, to Mr. and Mrs. J a n Kut, 
Pequea congrega t ion . Pa. 
Rudy: N ina Laureen , bo rn Oct. 30, to 
J im and Arlene Rudy , Re f ton congrega-
t ion, Pa. 
Rynberk: J a s o n David, born Aug. 26, 
to Chr is and Harr ie t te (Pol la rd) Rynberk . 
Fonthi l l congregat ion, Ont . 
Sheffer: Daniel J o h n , born Oct. 27, to 
Eldon and Susan Sheffer , Ashland con-
gregat ion, Oh. 
Tyson: Aa ron Miceal, born Sept. 30, to 
Phil ip and J u d y Tyson, Perk iomen Valley 
congregat ion. Pa. 
Weddings 
Brenaman-Fraim: Edith F r a i m a n d Les-
ter Brenaman , both of Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg , Pa., Oct. 30, with Rev. 
LeRoy Walters off ic ia t ing in the pastor ' s 
home. 
deWaard-Fretz : K a t h y Lynn F re t z , 
Stevensville, Ont . , and Marc deWaard , 
Wainfleet . Ont . , Aug. 4, in the Falls View 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ronald 
Lof thouse officiat ing. 
G a m b l e - R i c e : C h r i s t i n e E l i z a b e t h , 
daugh te r of Mr. and Mrs. J a c o b Rice, 
Newville, Pa., and Edward Lee Gamble , 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ritter, D u n c a n n o n , 
Pa. , Nov. 11, in the Green Spr ing Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n L. Rosen-
berry officiating. 
Landis-Beury: Sand ra Lee Beury and 
Richard Dale Landis , both of Collegeville, 
Pa. , Nov. 10, in the Grace Evangelical 
Congrega t iona l Church with Rev. Fred 
Geib and Rev. David Swift officiating. 
Winger-Grominsky: Sylvia, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Grominsky , and 
Gary , son of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Winger , 
bo th of Kitchener , Ont . , Oct. 6, in St. 
Mary 's Church with Rev. Rich officiating. 
Obituaries 
Calhoun: Miss Flossie Ca lhoun , born 
in Casey Creek, Ky„ Sept. 11, 1891, died 
Oct. 14, 1979, in the Summi t Manor Nurs-
ing Home, Co lumbia , Ky. She was the 
daugh te r of Mr. and Mrs. L.S. Ca lhoun . 
She is survived by two sisters: Nettie and 
Docia . T w o sisters and a brother preceded 
her in dea th . She was an initial member of 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Ken-
tucky. She was also an encouragement to 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Cincin-
nati . Oh. The fune ra l service was held in 
the Beulah Chapel Church by Rev. Edgar 
Giles and Rev. Elam Dohner . Interment 
was in the Columbia Cemetery. 
McCaleb: Mrs. Mary Ellen McCaleb, 
born July 5, 1924, died Oct. 31, 1979. She 
was marr ied to Robert E. McCaleb who 
survives. Also surviving are two sons: 
Rober t II and Karl; a sister; and three 
grandchi ldren . The funera l service was 
conducted in the Meyers Funera l H o m e by 
Rev. Ray Bert. In te rment was in the Roll-
ing Green Memoria l Cemetery. 
Perschau: Mrs. Elnora M. Perschau, 
born Feb. 8, 1906, died Sept . 29, 1979. The 
funera l service was conduc ted in the Gran -
ville United Methodis t Church by Rev. 
LeRoy B. Walters and Rev. David Y. 
Norris . 
Seese: Kermit G. Seese, Lewistown. Pa., 
born Aug. 10, 1918, died Oct. 30. 1979. He 
was the son of Grove and Mazie Seese. He 
was marr ied to Erna I. S n o o k who sur-
vives. He is also survived by his mother ; six 
children: Kermit D., Mrs. Beverly Ament , 
Gary , Shirley, Daryl L., and Keith; and a 
sister. The funera l service was conducted in 
the Big Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
by Rev. J o h n Rosenberry . Rev. Bill Terry, 
and Rev. Delmas Hock off iciat ing. Inter-
ment was in the Pleasant View Cemetery. 
Sheaffer: Ter ry Lynn Shea f f e r . Por t 
Royal , Pa., born July 3, 1965, died Sept 19, 
1979. He was the son of Harry and Doro thy 
Yorks Sheaf fe r who survive. He is also 
survived by two brothers: Harry Yorks and 
Randy; and maternal g randparen t s , Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Yorks. The funera l service 
was conduc ted in the Guss Funera l H o m e 
by Rev. Eugene Heidler. In terment was in 
the Union Memoria l Gardens . 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
Thinking Globally: Welcoming 
Internationals Fosters Love 
" W e have been called to th ink beyond 
par t icular conference, nat ion and cul ture 
to see ourselves as brothers and sisters in 
Christ whose c o m m u n i t y is the world. 
Now we must th ink globally with the mind 
of Christ . . ." 
These words were spoken in 1978 f r o m 
the pod ium of the 10th Assembly of the 
Mennoni te World Conference in Wichita, 
Kansas. When young people f r o m Africa, 
Asia, Europe and Sou th America annual ly 
come to the United States and C a n a d a to 
live in our homes and to work in our var-
ious fa rms, businesses and inst i tut ions for 
one year, they help Nor th Amer ican Men-
nonites think "globally with the mind of 
Chris t ." 
These in ternat ional t rainees normal ly 
move to new placements af ter six m o n t h s 
to obta in b roader experience and contac t . 
Second semester p lacements begin early 
Februa ry 1980, and many spots are needed 
for the g roup of 61 current ly in Nor th 
America. The Exchange Visitor P rogram 
to page 11 
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Mtshabezi Pastor 
Killed in Landmine 
Explosion 
Rev. Morrison Mpofu, pastor of the Mtshabezi church, 
was one of three men killed in an October 19, 1979, land-
mine explosion about ten miles f rom Mtshabezi. Rev. 
Mpofu , Mr. Thumba Dube, Mr. Reader Ncube and his 
brother, Lot, were passengers in a truck traveling on the 
Mtshabezi Road at Kumbudzi when the landmine was 
detonated. Rev. Mpofu , Thumba Dube, and Lot Ncube 
died at the scene of the explosion. Reader Ncube survived 
and was treated at a local hospital for serious injuries. 
According to an account in Good Words, published by 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe Rhodesia, 
Morrison Mpofu was still alive when local residents 
arrived at the scene. He reportedly asked for water three 
times, which Reader Ncube's sister, the first to arrive, gave 
him. After a third drink of water, Morrison asked to be put 
in the shade. He said he was going to a place of rest with his 
Lord and died quietly. 
Rev. Mpofu attended school at the Matopo Mission and 
was graduated f rom Ekuphileni Bible Institute in 1971. At 
EB1 he met his wife, Saliphinah. Following graduation, 
Morrison was active in evangelistic work, particularly the 
Every Home crusade. In 1977, Morrison and Saliphinah 
joined the Brethren in Christ Church and were later 
appointed to pastor the Mtshabezi church. Morrison was 
ordained to the ministry and became an active participant 
in the life of the Zimbabwe Rhodesian church. The Mpo-
fus and their two small children lived at the Mtshabezi 
Mission and held services there after many others had 
moved to Bulawayo for safety. 
Rev. Mpofu was one of several who delivered sermons 
to the members of the 6th General Conference at Loben-
gula, Bulawayo, September 6-9, 1979, centering around 
the theme "The Church in a Changing World." Here is part 
of Morrison 's sermon, "The Holy Spirit in the Church in a 
Changing World": 
The Holy Spirit was already in existence before 
there was a church. Jesus promised his disciples that 
he would send the Holy Spirit to give them power to 
do his work. It is he who built the church upon its 
foundat ion, Jesus Christ. 
The Holy Spirit draws Christians near to God. He 
helps the church live in unity as one body through the 
baptism of the Spirit. The church must be clearly 
different f rom the world by clearly demonstrating 
that it belongs to God. 
Since the world changes, the church must be con-
stantly led of the Spirit of God. It is he who leads 
people to biblical truth. He helps people stand firm 
on these difficult days. The Holy Spirit gives hope to 
those who have become completely discouraged. It is 
impossible for the church to progress if it is not led by 
the Spirit of God. 
(November 1979 Good Words. English translation 
by Jacob Shenk.) Photo by R.T. Mann. 
Sons oj 
(( 'My soul doth magnify th 
rejoiced in God my Savioi 
... His mercy is on them th 
to generation. He hath sh 
He hath scattered the p 
their hearts. He hath put 
seats, and exalted them < 
Mary's joy at what God was doing through her produced 
the beautiful Magnificat. That divine act of doing things 
through his people is still God's method today. In song, 
word and deed, God's Good News is shared. The acts are as 
varied as are people. The circumstances in which these acts 
are done are as varied as the imaginations of people. 
When Chuck and Cara Musser returned to Nicaragua in 
November they picked up where they left off abruptly in 
June. Experiencing and sharing the provisions of God's 
grace through the circumstances of the revolution helps to 
form the phrases of the Magnificat in Spanish today. As 
with Mary's beautiful song (Luke 1:46-55), the poetry of 
the Brethren in Christ in Nicaragua, as they rehearse God's 
goodness in their homes and assemblies, is both worship 
and witness. Good News travels freely. 
Morrison Mpofu 's last words under the shade of a tree in 
rural Zimbabwe were a clear witness to what God had done 
in his life and confidence in what God would do at his 
death. In a ministry cut short by a landmine, this disciple of 
Jesus had shared good news, the kind the angels announced 
to the shepherds as being for everyone. Morrison's words 
to the church in Zimbabwe are translated and shared in 
this issue. (See article opposite.) 
Among the many people that Alvin and Theta Book 
shared with in New York City were Heriberto and Noemi 
Gonzales. From the time they became a part of the minis-
try team in 1976, Eddie and Noemi rubbed shoulders with 
brothers and sisters, each of whom was learning to walk as 
a disciple of Jesus. There was about as much diversity as 
among the Twelve Jesus himself chose. When he came in 
1977 Pastor Dan Farina mixed training opportunities with 
encouragement for Eddie. Sensing God's call upon his life 
and sensing the need for fur ther training, Eddie and his 
family have now gone to Bible School. They are preparing 
themselves so they can better share the "all things" of the 
Good News which Jesus brought for all people. 
Juana Garcia heard the Good News and it changed her 
life. The changing scenes and circumstances proved an 
environment in which this humble disciple grew in life and 
ministry. Today she gives courageous leadership to a 
group of believers in her home community in Cuba. 
(Recently Juana and several other Christians were appre-
hended by Cuban authorities as they left Juana 's home. 
They had gathered for a time of prayer and Bible reading, 
which caused the authorities to suspect that they were part 
of an illegal religious group. Their release was secured 
through the godly boldness of Juana . As it happened, the 
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it fear Him from generation 
wed strength with His arm; 
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down the mighty from their 
How degreeLuke 1:46-52 
Prayer Challenge request for that day was for Juana and 
others in Cuba.) God is doing some of his acts through this 
people and their good news is an encouragement to people 
far beyond their homeland. 
The growth of Brethren in Christ witness in the cities of 
Livingstone and Lusaka in Zambia has fired the imagina-
tion and zeal of the Zambia Brethren in Christ Conference. 
They are organizing to extend their witness in other urban 
areas, especially in the Cooper Belt to the north where 
many people go for employment. The good news is being 
spread by people who are convinced that no other move-
ment can satisfy the needs of people caught in the throes of 
an awakening continent. 
Native Americans know that man does not live by words 
alone. They respect and use all the senses a wise Creator 
has given them. It is reasonable, therefore, that those who 
have Good News to share with them must do it in the 
context of that which is important to them. At the Mon-
treal Lake Children's Home a number of new staff persons 
are learning how to listen and be helpful to their neighbors. 
It's good news when people experience acts of divine love 
through ordinary neighbors who share without exploiting. 
Native Americans know that white men have power, but 
that awareness does not introduce them to divine love. 
God's t ru th comes through both Creation and Redemp-
tion. They can teach white missionaries about the former 
while they are learning how to share f rom their own per-
sonal experience about the latter. 
Brethren in Christ Missions around the world are ena-
bling people with the Good News to share it. In hundreds 
of Brethren in Christ homes in Cuba, India, Japan , Nica-
ragua, Zambia and Zimbabwe, this Christmas will see 
families together in celebrations unique to their local cus-
toms. Not all of them will be singing English Christmas 
carols, but those who have heard the Good News will agree 
and give assent to the words of Phillips Brooks, "The hopes 
and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight." 
Those of us who worship Christ at our hearths in Can-
ada and the United States at this season should take 
seriously the words of the spiritual "Go Tell It On the 
Mounta in . " For that message to be heard, we must learn 
the languages and thought patterns of thousands of our 
neighbors. Missions is the combined effort to organize and 
equip us for that task. What Mary began in the Magnificat 
must be consummated in our songs, our words and our 
deeds until Jesus comes again. 
J. Wilmer Heisey 
f Lessons From the International Body of Christ "N 
In India a group of over 200 young people was 
asked the question, "What practical steps should 
thechurch in Indiataketo meet possible persecu-






1. Teach and memorize the Word. 
2. Sell all properties and big church bui ldings 
and meet in small groups. 
3. All ful l- t ime workers begin to take up a 
trade or profession in order to support 
themselves. 
4. Invest all money in literature distr ibution 
and training, not in buildings, etc. 
5. Live a simple life-style now and begin dis-
cipl ining our bodies, i.e., fasting, exercise, 
hard life-style. 
6. Develop close fel lowship with individuals. 
7. Agree together to think the very best of 
each person regardless what rumor, gos-
sip, etc. may be spoken by someone about 
him. 
8. Remain single as long as possible. 
9. Pray and teach others to pray and fast. 
10. Encourage church-plant ing in rural parts. 
11. Learn to love your enemies now. 
12. Keep up-to-date on the political situation. 
13. Emphasize children's evangelism. 
14. Study suffering and persecution of the 
Early Church. 
(Reprinted by permission from Aim, Evangelical 
Fellowship of India.) 
V . Our world is filled with hatred, suffering and 
despair. 
Just as Christ was the Incarnate Son of God, 
living among us to bring New Life, 
So we are sent into a hostile world 
with a message of love, healing and hope. 
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Peace and Justice 
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Now in Zambia 
Eileen Sherk, Fisherville, Ontario, 
arrived in Zambia November 20 to 
begin a three year term at Macha Hos-
pital. Eileen is a registered nurse and 
a member of the Cheapside (Ont.) 
Brethren in Christ Church. She served 
at Macha Hospital in 1974-77 and is 
returning to fill a vital role on the nurs-
ing staff. 
Dallas, Diane and Jason Wolgemuth 
left their Harrisburg, PA home Decem-
ber 9 to begin a three year voluntary 
service assignment at Choma, Zambia. 
Dallas will be serving as internal audi-
tor and financial secretary for the 
Zambia Brethren in Christ Church. 
Diane's responsibilities will include 
assisting Dallas and caring for five 
year old Jason. Dallas and Diane, 
both graduates of Messiah College, 
were active members of the Harrisburg 
(PA) congregation. They recently com-
pleted several weeks of intensive orien-
tation at Missionary Internship (Far-
mington, MI) in preparation for their 
assignment. 
What the Bible Says A bout 
As a people committed to a Biblical 
basis for faith and life, the Brethren in 
Christ have always taken the Bible 
seriously. It is understandable, there-
fore, that we are studying, in 1979, two 
pertinent but complicated issues, Peace 
and Justice, in our continuing quest 
for piety and obedience. In his monu-
mental work, the late Carlton Wittlin-
ger taught the brotherhood that this 
process continues to be the basis of our 
being faithful Brethren in Christ. 
On November 15-17 a group of 24 
persons studied these issues at Messiah 
College. The Consultation was planned 
by the Commission on Peace and 
Social Concerns in cooperation with 
the Board of Bishops. In the January 
10 issue of the Visitor a brief summary 
Christ and Violence 
A Book Review 
by Harriet S. Bieksler 
The publication of Christ and Vio-
lence by Ronald J . Sider gives eve-
ryone the opportunity enjoyed by those 
who attended the New Call to Peace-
making conferences in Lancaster, PA 
and Green Lake, WI in the past two 
years. The book, only about 100 pages, 
consists of four essays which were orig-
inally presented at those seminars. 
The first chapter, "The Cross and 
Violence," attempts "to state Jesus' 
message and example of suffering ser-
vanthood" (p. 16). Sider begins by des-
cribing the oppressive context into 
which Jesus came. Instead of joining 
the ranks of those advocating violence, 
Jesus called his followers to help usher 
in the New Age. That New Age included 
the kind of economic reordering Jesus 
referred to in his first public ministry 
when he proclaimed release for pri-
soners, good news to the poor, etc. 
(Luke 4). Furthermore, he preached 
love for one's enemies and used nonvi-
olent methods for implementing his 
messianic kingdom. The result was the 
cross. Sider argues that Jesus' "vicar-
ious death for our sins is the ultimate 
of the meeting written by Bishop Har-
vey Sider, member of the Findings 
Committee, will appear. 
One of the three major papers pre-
sented was by Dr. Ronald J . Sider, 
Professor of Theology at Eastern Bap-
tist Seminary. Related reading was Dr. 
Sider's second major book, Christ and 
Violence, which is reviewed by Harriet 
Bieksler. This useful book review is 
presented in serial form, the first sec-
tion of which appears in this issue. The 
concluding section will accompany 
Harvey Sider's summary of the No-
vember Consultation in the January 
10 Visitor. 
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Christian Service Ministries 
demonstrat ion that the Sovereign of 
the universe is a merciful Father who 
reconciles his enemies through self-
sacrificial love" (p. 34). 
In chapter 2, "Christ and Power," 
Sider discusses "what forms of power 
are compatible with the way of suffer-
ing servanthood" (p. 44). The Historic 
Peace Churches, to whom Sider is 
writing, have generally advocated non-
resistance and have rejected the use of 
power, force or coercion to achieve 
justice. Sider sets out to prove that 
"activist nonviolence rather than non-
resistance is the more faithful applica-
tion of New Testament teaching" (p. 
44). He distinguishes between those 
forms of power which are motivated 
by love and respect and those which 
seek to destroy. As proof, he engages 
in a lengthy exegetical discussion of (1) 
Jesus' command, "Do not resist one 
who is evil" (Matt . 5:39), (2) the bibli-
cal passages on principalities and pow-
ers, and (3) Romans 13. He concludes, 
in the first place, that Matthew 5:39 
means that one should not seek equal 
damages for injuries suffered, or think 
of anyone as an enemy, but does not 
preclude "the use of . . . power to 
oppose evil as long as love . . . is both 
the means and the end" (p. 49). Second-
ly, he points out that the principalities 
and powers are part of God's good 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
creation (Col. 1:16), and hence power 
is not evil, but "can and should be used 
by Christians in loving nonviolent ways 
in the search for justice" (p. 55). But 
what forms should loving nonviolence 
take? Sider points to the example of 
Jesus who frequently took the offen-
sive against the exploitation and injus-
tice of his day. Thirdly, he shows that 
the subjection to the state commanded 
in Romans 13 does not mean unques-
tioning obedience. Instead, by distin-
guishing between resistance and rebel-
lion (the former is legitimate, the latter 
not), he argues that even when one is 
resisting the government (i.e., refusing 
to obey), one is nevertheless accepting 
its author i ty and right to punish dis-
obedience. 
(continued in next issue) 
Note about the author: T h e a u t h o r , w h o holds a 
M a s t e r ' s degree in English f r o m the Univers i ty 
of I d a h o , a n d her h u s b a n d . Dale , are act ive 
m e m b e r s of the G r a n t h a m ( P A ) congrega t ion . 
H a r r i e t serves as Bre th ren in Chr is t Revis ions 
Ed i to r f o r the F o u n d a t i o n Series. 
Christ and Violence. Ronald J. Sider, 
author . Published by Herald Press, 
1979. Introduct ion by John K. Stoner. 
Scottdale, PA and Kitchener, Ont. 
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has b rough t hundreds of trainees and 
sponsors together in its 30-year history. 
A sponsor provides a home away f r o m 
home , a pocket a l lowance of $40 per 
m o n t h , and sends to M C C a minimal 
mon th ly con t r ibu t ion toward travel and 
other expenses. 
Nurses, physiotherapists , and hospital , 
denta l and lab assistants; carpenters , elec-
tricians, mechanics; veterinary, teacher and 
c a m p aides and aides for the aged and 
handicapped—these and others need place-
ments fo r the second half of their expe-
rience here. 
WCC Makes New Guerrilla Grant; 
Australian Presbyterian Quit 
The World Council of Churches has 
been undeter red by the controversy arising 
f r o m its grants to Afr ican guerrilla move-
ments . This t ime a grant of $35,000 to help 
the Patr io t ic Fron t with expenses at Zim-
babwe-Rhodes ia peace talks in London 
may seem more meri tor ious. But the Pres-
byterian Church of Australia has voted to 
w ithdraw from the WCC and Australia 
Council of Churches to hoot. After last 
year 's W C C $85,000 grant to the guerrillas 
two other churches suspended member-
ship in protest : the Presbyter ian Church of 
Ireland and the Salvat ion Army. The Aus-
tral ian Presbyter ians fo rm a cont inuing 
body which elected not to jo in the union of 
Presbyter ians, Methodis ts and Congrega-
tionalists in 1977. 
Crusade in East Germany 
Conducted by Two from West 
More and more the gospel seems to be 
making inroads in Communis t countries. 
The first evangelistic crusade in East Ger-
many since 1966 was conducted recently by 
the director of Greater Europe Mission's 
German Bible Institute, Wilfried Reuter, 
and West German evangelist. Dr. Gerhard 
Bergmann, who spent three years negotiat-
ing with the Marxist government for per-
mission to hold a week's crusade in St. 
Peter 's Lutheran Church in Goerlitz. Dr. 
Hanns-Joachim Wollstadt, Lutheran 
bishop, called the crusade "a miracle of 
God." Some 100 registered decisions for 
Christ. 
West Coasters Hear Continuing Plea 
For Refugee Sponsors 
The red tape is not lessening and spon-
sors are still needed, was the message Don 
Sensenig brought to Mennonites and Breth-
ren in Christ on the West Coast during a 
recent tr ip there. Sensenig is refugee reset-
t lement coordina tor for Mennoni te Cen-
tral Commit tee . 
Sensenig visited Idaho, Arizona, Cali-
fornia , Oregon, Washington and British 
Columbia on a two-and-one-half-week visit 
to M C C const i tuent churches and schools 
to in fo rm theirrof the reasons for the exo-
dus f rom Southeas t Asia, emphasize the 
need for sponsors and encourage fur ther 
sponsorship. 
Sensenig found concern over the refugee 
problem varied f r o m one area to another . 
In Oregon, for example, interest was high. 
"People there were asking, 'How do we get 
ready to help refugees resettle? What ' s the 
next step?' In some other communit ies, 
there was less awareness of the need." 
A Hug in the Shadow of Death 
Dying of cancer, the woman was with-
drawing f r o m everyone and everything, 
including t rea tment before the doctors 
wanted her to. No one ever knew what she 
was th inking or what her needs were 
because of her stoic, independent manner . 
"One day I decided that in spite of her 
hands-off manne r she probably was fr ight-
ened and confused underneath so I put my 
a rms a round her and gave her a big hug 
and kiss and told her to remember that 
God loved her. She clung un to me for dear 
life and f rom then on I knew that for all her 
independence she wanted to be cared for 
and paid a t tent ion to. I read f rom Psalms 
to her, hold her hand and massage her 
swollen feet." 
Such is the experience of Patricia Van 
Wyck. Mennoni te Central Commit tee vol-
unteer in Atlanta , Ga., who spends time 
each week with a terminally ill patient. 
Van Wyck's regular j o b is as patient 
advocate at Grady Hospital. She became 
interested in the p rogram while working in 
the hospital radia t ion therapy depar tment . 
"I cont inual ly came face to face with 
people who went home each day f rom the 
t rea tment clinic to live alone and manage 
as best they could with decreasing strength, 
decreasing hope and increasing discomfort 
and pain," explains Van Wyck. When 
Grady Hospital began an or ientat ion fo r 
volunteers, she felt she wanted to get 
involved. 
Private Relief Agencies Lead 
Succor Efforts to Cambodia 
Relief to the starving C a m b o d i a n s has 
begun with the private voluntary and Chris-
tian relief agencies taking the lead. World 
Vision International, granted permission 
by CamboSia to establish a relief and 
rehabilitation program in the capital city 
of Phnom Penh, expects to provide one 
million dollars in relief to the destitute 
nation. Ai rborne food and medicine have 
already reached P h n o m Penh. Southern 
Baptists, th rough the Thai land Baptist 
Mission, will aid thousands of Cambod i -
ans now streaming into Thai land again 
with that country 's approval . NAE's World 
Relief Corpora t ion is shipping rice and 
high protein biscuits as well as seeds and 
hoes so the people can be self-supporting. 
Self-indulgence Predicted 
as Path of Americans in '80s 
Hedonism and self-fulfilment which have 
marked the '70s will be stepped up in the 
'80s, according to the predictions of Flor-
ence Skelly, executive vice president of 
Yankelovich, Skelly and White, New York 
market ing research agency, who recently 
addressed a Bermuda Convent ion of the 
Magazine Publishers Association. Says 
Ms. Skelly: The decade ahead will see more 
Americans pursuing the not ion that "more 
than one wife, one career, or domici le" is 
needed in a lifetime. This, she cont inues, 
will be expressed through "the cont inued 
romance with the body, the health and 
exercise kick." Also mysticism and intros-
pection will remain popular; there will be 
increased use of tobacco, caffeine, alcohol and 
marijuana. 
Survival of Colleges 
Seventy-five Christian college presidents 
told Evangelical Newsletter what they expect 
in the 1980's. By no means were they 
unanimous , but a consensus emerged in 
many significant areas. 
At the same t ime tha t these presidents 
were filling out the EN survey, Joseph 
O'Neill, executive director of the Confer -
ence of Small Private Colleges, said that 
small private colleges, those with enroll-
ments under 1,000 s tudents , will be hard 
hit in the next two decades. "As many as 
300 colleges may go out of existence by the 
end of the century." 
The prime reason for this is tha t the 
number of young people aged 18 to 21 will 
d rop f rom 17.1 million in 1979to 12.9mil-
lion in 1995. O'Neill 's Conference has just 
received a grant f rom the Ford Founda t ion 
"to develop a handbook designed to guide 
college adminis t ra tors through the intrica-
cies of closing a college" or merging it with 
another school. 
Though O'Neill is gloomy, he believes 
the colleges most likely to survive are those 
with "sharply defined images in terms of 
religious or ethnic or ientat ion." Or as one 
Christ ian college president told us: "Those 
insti tutions which survive this decade will 
be those who know what they are and why 
they are." 






Last spring, thirty writers, educa-
tors, editors, and designers met at 
Bethany Theological Seminary in Oak 
Brook, Illinois for an or ien ta t ion 
session for writers of the Youth Foun-
dation Series. The Brethren in Christ 
writers and the topics for their units 
are: 
Owen Alderfer —"Believers Bapt ism" 
Nancy Heisey —"The Church ' s Serv-
ice in the Wor ld" 
Warren H o f f m a n —"Basic Beliefs" 
J o h n Yeatts — " O u r Fu tu re Hope" 
(Revelat ion) 
"Relationships" emerged as the dom-
inent theme of the orientation session. 
It is the quality of relationships that 
distinguishes the Believers' Church and 
that quality should be reflected in the 
Foundat ion Series Youth Curriculum, 
Ross Bender, Christian educator from 
the Mennonite Seminary in Elkhart, 
Indiana, told the group. 
Relationships surfaced throughout 
the weekend as persons f rom the coop-
erating groups—Brethren in Christ, 
Mennonite Church, General Confer-
ence Mennonite Church, Church of 
the Brethren, and Mennonite Brethren 
—told of how they view relationships. 
Under the three basic curriculum 
agenda of "biblical studies," "our theo-
logical beliefs," and "the issues youth 
face in the present," the writers will 
need to bring together such emphases 
as love and justice, salvation and 
peace, conversion and nurture, and 
Evangelicalism and Anabaptism. 
As Marlin Jeschke, writer of the 
unit on Encountering Other Religions 
said, "This is not horse-trading to find 
the lowest common denominator for 
all of us; this is an attempt to read out 
of the Scriptures." 
Educationally, the curriculum will 
emphasize a variety of learning meth-
ods as they emerge f rom the biblical 
content and meet the developmental 
and social needs of youth. 
Richard Kauffman, editor of the 
youth magazine With, noted that "there 
is an atti tude of condescension toward 
many kids today because of perceived 
passiveness." But he encouraged the 
writers to look beyond the obvious 
and ask whether many youth do not 
reflect the values of many adults in the 
church. 
Gerald Loewen, a designer from 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, showed the many 
media possibilities available for learn-
ing, especially the nonverbal. The cur-
riculum will consist of a variety of 
media with the basic components of a 
teacher's guide, a teaching packet (in-
cluding posters, cassettes, filmstrips) 
and the student material. Student ma-
terial prototypes were displayed such 
as small activity booklets, newspapers, 
posters, leaflets, pocket size paper-
backs, readers, and workbooks. Each 
study unit will cover six or seven ses-
sions such that a class will study two 
subjects each quarter. 
Helmut Harder, executive director 
of the Foundat ion Series Youth-Adult 
Curriculum, said that he was pleased 
with the orientation and with the pro-
gress of the project at this point. A 
two-year Believers' Church adult cur-
riculum is also being planned and is 
also scheduled for release in September 
of 1981. 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
Albino Pereira of the Sherkston (Ontario) congregation 
at tended Ridgeway Crystal Beach High School where he 
competed in basketball, volleyball, badminton, soccer, 
tennis and football . He was captain of the basketball team 
which won four local championships and placed second 
and third in Ontar io during his last two years. He was won 
two badminton single tournaments . He has been placed on 
numerous all-star teams and was Male Athlete of the Year, 
two years in a row. He also participates on a church 
softball team which is committed to witnessing for Christ. 
He won the Bill Dunlop Memorial Trophy, an award given 
on the basis of Christian character. 
Academically, Albino has made the honor roll through-
out high school. In grade 13, he was an Ontar io Scholar 
and student of the year. He has received a $ 1,750 academic 
scholarship. 
Albino believes that his most fulfilling and rewarding 
activity has been participation in Bible Quiz. He has 
quizzed for six years and last year helped to coach in 
addit ion to quizzing. In 1975, the Sherkston team won the 
Canadian Conference competit ion and placed second in 
the General Conference quizzing. 
Albino is thankful to the Lord for the abilities he has and 
for his Christian family. 
Fifteen year old Ginger Zerby of the Bethany (Okla-
homa), congregation is a student at Custer High School 
where she participates in basketball, music, 4-H, and 
Home Economics. She is the pianist for the Bethany 
Christ's Crusaders group. 
Ginger won the talent competition and was one of the 
top ten finalists at the recent Miss Oklahoma U.S. Teen 
Pageant. She won the talent contest performing a ventrilo-
quist skit with her dummy, Hank, and playing "Hungar-
ian" on the piano. 
Ginger first became interested in ventriloquism when as 
a third grader she saw a dummy used to teach in children's 
church. Her first performance was at a local nursing home. 
Since then, she and Hank have been all over Custer County 
performing in the Annual Co-op Meeting, the Clinton Arts 
Festival, and, of course, in church. Ginger uses Hank to tell 
Bible stories to children and thinks ventriloquism is a good 
tool for teaching children about the Bible. 
Ginger learned the piano f rom her mother who teaches 
piano in their home. She has done very well in several 
district music contests. Last spring, she received a superior 




Kevin Wenger presents the key to the new pavilion to 
Pastor Ketner as former Bishop Charlie Byers looks on. 
New Building at Mastersonville 
The Mastersonville, PA congregation has announced 
the completion of a new pavilion. The Christ Crusaders of 
the congregation took responsibility for the construction. 
They organized various fund-raising projects to finance 
the project, e.g., sub sales, rock-a-thon, chicken catching, 
food stands, bake sales, hired hands, cleaning. Many 
adults donated their time to assist in the building. 
The pavilion will be used for meetings of Good News 
clubs, youth activities, Pioneer Girls, and Christian Serv-
ice Brigade, and other congregational meetings. It is also 
available for community functions such as family reunions. 
A dedication service was held in the pavilion on Sunday, 
August 26. The speaker for the service was Charlie B. 
Byers. The Christ Crusaders president, Kevin Wenger, was 
chairman of the building committee. The Crusader advi-
sors are Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Wenger and The Rev. and 
Mrs. James Ketner. 
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Messiah Village 
Honors Volunteers 
The Mult i-Purpose Room at Mes-
siah Village was filled to over-flowing 
as more than 300 auxiliarians and 
volunteers gathered on Saturday after-
noon, July 21,1979 for an Appreciation 
Luncheon. The luncheon was given by 
the Village Staff to express apprecia-
t ion for the many hours of loving 
service rendered by volunteers and 
auxiliary members over the past several 
years. 
Following the luncheon, remarks 
were given by Naomi Brechbill, Auxil-
iary President, and Mary Kelly, Activ-
ities Director, each of whom recognized 
the work of volunteers, giving special 
recognition to several individuals for 
outstanding service. 
The Rev. George K. Kibler also 
addressed the assemblage, praising the 
auxiliary for their help in the move 
f rom the Harrisburg Home to the 
present facility. He thanked them, too, 
for special equipment and projects 
which they had underwritten for the 
benefit of the residents. These include 
the purchasing of a movie projector 
and screen, the acquisition of a 12 pas-
senger van and providing of fencing, 
concrete walkway and lawn furniture 
for an outdoor nursing care enclosure. 
He thanked the volunteers of the 
community for their involvement and 
interest in the Village program, stating 
that through their efforts our residents 
are receiving more personalized atten-
tion than would otherwise be possible. 
Mr. Kibler spoke on the need for 
financial support saying "Messiah Vil-
lage is not benevolent: No building, no 
institution is benevolent—it is only 
people who are benevolent and if Mes-
siah Village is to have benevolent care 
it will be because people give to sup-
port such a program." He stressed the 
need for benevolent care funds, citing 
the number of residents whose own 
resources have been depleted and who 
now depend upon others to maintain 
them at Messiah Village. While many 
of these do receive governmental assist-
ance, this does not pay the full cost. 
For this reason, special emphasis must 
be given to the building of an Endow-
ment Fund whereby income will be 
available to help meet the increasing 
costs of benevolent care. 
Mr. Kibler shared with the audience 
an exciting report on a cottage for 
retired missionaries, stating that one 
of the duplex units has been desig-
nated a "Missionary Cottage" with 1 / 3 
of the funds coming f rom donations 
made to the Village for that purpose; 
1/3 f rom the Mission Board and 1/6 
f rom each of the 2 missionary occu-
pants. He said this is only the "begin-
ning of the need" and is hopeful that 
many individuals will respond by pro-
viding funds for additional "mission-
ary" cottages. 
The Messiah Village Auxiliary was 
formed in 1976 and currently has a 
membership of over 1,000. Member-
ship is open to any person interested in 
promoting the purposes of the auxil-
iary, which are 
(1) To organize and unite the serv-
ices of members of the auxiliary 
in providing physical comfort , 
and spiritual and social welfare 
in addition to that already ren-
dered by the existing staff. 
(2) To develop and promote a whole-
some relationship between the 
Messiah Village, the Board of 
Trustees and the Brethren in 
Christ Community. 
Frances Ulery 
Director of Public Relations 
1964: 
Cardinal Cushing 
Says: I'm Fine 
by Norton Mockridge 
It was just about this time of year 
back in 1964, or thereabouts, when the 
late Francis Cardinal Cushing and I 
prepared for a TV show in Boston and 
spent all our free moments discussing 
our common ailment—arthritis. 
I was more or less freshly afflicted, 
but the cardinal had been wrestling 
with the disease—and several others, 
too— for a good many years. Yet, he 
certainly didn't complain, and he was 
always smiling and telling jokes. 
I asked him about the perpetual 
sunshine in his soul and said some-
thing to the effect that if I had been 
suffering as much as he, I'd be wearing 
a frown that came right out the back of 
my head. 
The Cardinal smiled and f rom his 
pocket he pulled a piece of paper on 
which he'd written a poem entitled 
"I 'm Fine." 
"This is my philosophy," he said. 
"I've given it to a few friends, but if you 
want to use it in your column, please 
do. Maybe it'll help someone who has 
a few of our symptoms." 
Well, I published the poem all those 
years ago, and time and time again I 
get requests for reprints. In the last 
month alone I've had more than a 
dozen letters f rom people who've heard 
about the poem and want to have it so 
they can read it when their burdens 
seem a little heavier than usual. 
I read it at least once a week and I 
think it keeps me the sweet, sunny 
Samaritan that I am. (At least I've 
given up kicking tiny dogs and small 
children!) And so here it is: 
I'M FINE 
I live out in Brighton close to BC, 
(BC is Boston College) 
And I'm just as healthy as I can be. 
I have arthritis in both my knees 
And when I speak, then I talk with a 
wheeze. 
My pulse is weak and my blood is 
quite thin 
But I'm awfully well for the shape 
I'm in. 
I need arch supporters to strengthen 
my feet. 
My ankles are swollen; I 'm white as 
a sheet. 
I toss in my bed without sleep every 
night; 
No wonder each morning I look like 
a sight. 
My memory is failing, my head's in a 
spin, 
But I'm awfully well for the shape 
that I'm in. 
Diverticulitis is a word hard to spell, 
But it's a disease f rom which I'll 
never get well. 
Ulcers that keep me on a diet with 
mealox 
Prevent me f rom resting in a funeral 
box. 
But I'm awfully well for the shape 
that I'm in. 




Christmas means goodwill, happiness and merriment. 
The reason: ". . . the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
a m o n g u s . . . . " The One who was sent to preach the gospel 
to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliver-
ance to captives, had come. An angelic choir sang and the 
heavens provided a guiding star; it was the dawning of a 
new day. 
But, Satanic opposition was present. The Son of God 
came to earth amid hatred and strife. So it has been down 
through the ages. Satan is in command of a counter force. 
The incessant struggle between good and evil goes ruth-
lessly on, down into the closing decades of this twentieth 
century. 
Christ is and was proclaimed the Prince of Peace. Isaiah 
prophesied about peace, the angels sang about peace, and a 
godly man, Simeon, had a peaceful death after he held the 
Prince of Peace. 
Peace is so elusive in today's world. The alternative to 
despair and f rus t ra t ion is the long-range view. God had an 
extended view and goal f rom the very beginning. What 
started in Genesis can only consummate in the book of 
Revelation. One's personal faith needs to anchor the fact 
that "in the beginning God" and "I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending." This is not an over-
simplification in light of present day events, it is faith in 
action and hope for the future. 
When God finished creation, including man, He said 
"behold it was very good" (Gen. 1:31). "And there shall be 
no more curse . . ." (Rev. 22:3). Between these two pro-
found declarations lies what is known as time. Yet to come 
is "when time shall be no more." The reality of sin followed 
creation; but regeneration and re-creation include total 
banishment of evil, a bringing in of a kingdom wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 
Today's unrest indicates that we are still having to do 
with the things of time and sense. How much longer? The 
answer is known only to God. ". . . of that day and hour 
knoweth no man . . ." (Matt . 24:36). One thing is certain: 
there will be a Second Coming of the Messiah. His king-
dom will mean . . . "the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." (Isa. 11:9). Until 
then we continue in the age of grace. Proclamation of the 
gospel is still the Church's primary task. The proclamation 
is by word and action. Word without action leaves people 
cold, hungry and starving. Action without the message of 
salvation ends merely as a social gospel. 
"And she shall bring forth a son, And thou shalt call His 
name Jesus: for He shall save His people f rom their sins." 
(Matt . 1:21). Sin rates number one as the problem of the 
twentieth century. God's gift, His Son, to provide a per-
sonal salvation f rom sin, needs renewed emphasis at this 
Christmas season. By what means or method can the 
Christmas message be most effectively made known? 
Why not follow David's statement in Psalm 122: "Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem . . . ." Such bespeaks the heart 
cry of our bewildering present; namely, a cry for security 
and peace. The intensity of the present struggle in the 
Mideast gives evidence of being almost beyond human 
solution. The intense fervor of religion (Moslem) coming 
violently into conflict with the politics of government, 
combined with the reality of nuclear force, presents a 
puzzlingly grim reality. 
In addition: let's interpret the Apostle Paul's word to 
Timothy as a message to our Brotherhood including Amer-
ica and overseas: "I exhort therefore . . . prayers, interces-
sion . . . for all men . . . k i n g s . . . for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness 
and honesty." 
The fact remains: the longer the individual, the com-
munity, the nation, the world stumbles on without God, 
the more complex, hopeless and despairing, life situations 
become. J .N.H. 
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Contemporary Issues 
Wide-spread Prejudice in Russia 
Leaves Jews With Limited Options 
Boris M. Segal writes that anti-Semitism has permeated 
virtually all of Soviet society: "The anti-Semitism of the 
Russian leadership corresponds to the attitudes of the 
populace. . . . In any gathering, in any social or profes-
sional group, one constantly hears conversations about 
Jews who 'try to push their way into everything,' who 
deceive, speculate, steal or commit treason. . . . Sad as it 
may be, it is not only the Party and not only the people, but 
also the intelligentsia which is imbued with the spirit of 
anti-Semitism." 
General gains in Soviet education level have not helped: 
" . . . the basis of public opinion in the USSR is formulated 
by people who are formally educated, but who, on their 
spiritual level, are primitive, narrow-minded, authoritar-
ian, possessing one-sided information, and, therefore, 
inclined to chauvinism." The frustrat ion of the Soviet man 
The Facts About Cambodia 
Cambodia has been described as a once gentle, neutral 
and agriculturally lush nation. The course of world history 
in the last ten years has brought upon the Cambodian 
people the ravages and terrors that humans can inflict 
upon each other. Infants dying of starvation are common-
place. Malnutri t ion reportedly affects 80% of the children. 
Observers returning f rom the area tell of seeing "very few 
children under the age of five years." 
Jacques Beamont of U N I C E F describes Cambodia as 
follows: "Nothing approaches the desolation . . . the dis-
ease, the starvation. It is all incomprehensible. I have not 
seen anything like it before . . . not anything." 
Reports indicate that a population of 8 million in 1970 
has been reduced to 4.7 million. Of those 4.7 million 
remaining, as many as 2 to 3 million face starvation. The 
present prediction is that 200,000 people will die each 
month with hundreds of thousands more racked by malnu-
trition and disease. 
Nutrit ionists estimate that 2,000 calories per day are 
necessary to stabilize a malnourished person. That amounts 
to a ton of food per day for 2,000 persons. If this is indeed 
true, feeding two million Cambodians would require 1,000 
tons of food a day. 
Moving this amount of food would require a logistical 
plan including planes, ships, barges and the restoration of 
the internal t ranspor ta t ion system of Cambodia. The sys-
tem of t ransport and communicat ion in the country has 
been virtually destroyed. It is necessary to import trucks, 
working under its suppressive system finds outlet in 
prejudice. 
3 Million Muslims 
Now Make U.S. Home 
Islam, once regarded as an alien Arab faith, now is a part 
of the U.S. religious scene—and is growing rapidly. While 
only sprinkling of Muslims had reached the U. S. in thefirst 
part of this century, since 1950, the stream of immigrants 
has become a floodtide: Palestinians displaced by the crea-
tion of Israel, Egyptians whose land had been approp-
riated by Nasser, Syrians f rom influential families who 
found the political climate incompatible in their native 
land, Iraqis who fled f rom the republican regime, and 
many others. Counting the black followers of Elijah 
Muhammad, there are about 3 million Muslims in the U.S. 
Another 750,000 f rom abroad are attending colleges and 
universities here. 
vehicles and spare parts in order to proceed with relief 
distribution. 
A startling example of the shortage of healthcare and 
professional persons is that the entire country has 55 doc-
tors, or one for every 77,000 persons. 
While the world has been involved with the "Boat Peo-
ple" refugees f rom Vietnam, it has been relatively unaware 
of the Cambodian refugee problem. 
Since 1975, 260,000 Cambodians have left their country, 
many going to Vietnam and Thailand, which last June 
forced 45,000 of them back into Cambodia. This practice 
has since been halted, and it is estimated that in the past 
several weeks 210,000 Cambodians have entered Thailand 
in an attempt to escape starvation and disease. 
Of today's Cambodian refugee population 90% have 
malaria with bleeding dysentary rampant . 
To those refugees escaping Cambodia because of famine 
conditions, must be added an enormous number of the 
most talented and able who fled during this decade to 
escape the Pol Pot tyranny. 
Jim Howard, an 18-year veteran with Oxfam, the British 
relief agency, says the atrocities under the Pol Pot regime 
were the worst he'd ever seen, with 30% of the population 
killed. 
The bulk of the nation's intelligentsia and professional 
classes were slaughtered. "It is so staggering," said How-
ard, "because here was an attempt to build a pure, whole-
some society based on the simple life in the countryside and 
away with all the Western capitalistic trash of motorcars 
and equipment. And the end result is a society that 's possi-
bly on the point of extinction—possibly by Christmas." 
